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This Week on Planet 13…..

Reading Workshop: In reading workshop this week, students will take time to reflect on their reading lives at this point in the year.  After a month of independent reading, students will create genre graphs to determine the number of books they have read in each genre.  Using the information from the graphs and their knowledge of good reading strategies and reading habits, they will set personal reading goals for themselves for the month of October.  At the end of the week, students will begin using the Book Recommendation Board in the classroom to recommend good books to their classmates.

Writing Workshop:  Students will work hard this week to finish writing discovery drafts of their personal narrative seed stories.  Students worked on writing strong leads for their stories last week, so this week they will spend time learning how to write strong endings.  After practicing a few different types of endings, writers will choose the one they like best to complete their draft.

Word Study:  Students will spend time studying consonant blends and 3-letter blends in Word Study Centers.  The blends, as listed in the Unit 2 parent letter, include: bl, br, cl, cr, dr, fl, fr, gl, gr, pl, pr, sl, tr, scr, str, spl, and spr.   The word study homework is due on Thursday, the same day that students will take the final test in class.

Math:  Concepts this week in math will focus on different types of story problems including part-and-total number stories, change number stories, and comparison number stories.  At the end of the week, students will practice the partial sums algorithm for 2- and 3-digit numbers.

Science:  In science this week we’ll be doing investigations to answer the following questions: What happens to water when it freezes?  What happens to ice when it is heated?  And how do the masses of equal volumes of ice and water compare?

Social Studies:  We have finished our Geography Unit, “Where in the World is Troy?”  The booklets that students created were graded and sent home today along with a study guide for the test that will take place next Tuesday, October 7th.  We will spend some time in class reviewing, but students should also be studying at home using the Troy booklet and the labeling practice sheet that is attached to the study guide.

Other Important Information


Mystery Readers: We have our first Mystery Reader signed up to read this Wednesday!  If you are interested in being a Mystery Reader this month, there are open dates on October 8th and October 15th.  Send us an email if you are interested! 








