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This Week on Planet 13…..

Reading Workshop: In reading workshop this week, students will learn about the various genres in literature; historical fiction, traditional literature, science fiction, poetry, informational, biography, and autobiography.  They will play, “Name That Genre,” to help reinforce the description of each genre.  The students will also be introduced to features of nonfiction texts. We will end the week using a reading strategy called, Think, Pair, Share along with learning how to self-evaluate during IDR (Independent Reading Time).

Writing Workshop:  This week we will begin preparing for the writing portion of the MEAP by evaluating anchor papers.  Students will also have an opportunity to see the writer’s job during a conference with the teacher.  We will end the week focusing on zooming in on a big idea in order to write a focused small moment, or a seed story.

Word Study:  At the beginning of the week we will continue spending time reviewing short vowels in Word Study Centers.  Students will continue playing games and doing activities that will help them read and write words with short vowels.  Students will also be given a spelling inventory on the next set of high frequency words to see which words each student has not yet mastered.  On Friday, we will have our first pre-test of the year and students will receive a spelling homework packet that will be due next Thursday.  Please look for a parent letter accompanying this packet on Friday.

Math:  Concepts this week in math will include calculator routines, dollars and cents notations along with practice using money on a “shopping trip.”  We will also focus on patterns in numbers and elapsed time.

Science:  This week students will continue investigating WATER.  We will do an experiment to see how water behaves on a slope.  We will end the week reading “A Report From the Blue Planet” to review the concepts we’ve discovered in our investigations with water.

Social Studies:  Students will continue discovering “Where in the World is Troy?”  They will move from our continent, to our country, to our region as they search for Troy.

Other Important Information


Parent Letters: We have loved reading the letters you’ve written to us about your children!  If you have not yet had time to do so, we would still love for you to send us an email or write a letter to us that includes anything you want us to know about your child!








