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This Week on Planet 13…..

Reading Workshop: Students are really enjoying their role as Super Sleuth.  They are having rich discussions in their detective clubs as we meet to share suspects and clues.  This week we will ask the students to practice a reading strategy; stop and wonder/question.  We want to encourage students to continually stop as a reader and think about what they’ve read; ask questions or wonder.  We will be wrapping up our mysteries by the end of the week, so we’ll work on creating story maps with all of the elements of a mystery.  Again, your child may come home with a Detective Case File to complete for homework if they do not finish during IDR time in class.

Writing Workshop:  Students are going to be working on creating a draft from one small moment they’ve chosen.  Students will use a checklist to be sure the draft includes all of the elements of quality writing that we’ve been learning about and practicing for the past several weeks.  The goal is that students create a personal narrative that includes a strong lead, great word choice, show-don’t tell, voice, paragraphs, and a strong ending.

Word Study:  This will be the second week for students to focus on the long u patterns.  We will look for common patterns and words with the same pattern through mini-lessons.  Students will have time to practice and apply their learning through Word Study Centers.  Our final test will be on Friday.  The Word Study packet is also due Friday.

Math:  We will wrap up unit 5, focusing on place value in decimals.  We have also planned some review days in class since this is a more challenging unit.  Your child will bring home a unit review on Tuesday.  We will go over the review in class on Wednesday.  The unit test will be Thursday morning.

Social Studies:  Today we played a review game in class to prepare for the unit test.  The study guide came home with your child last Wednesday, so students should have been studying for the test throughout the week.  The final test over the Northeast region is tomorrow.
Science:  Students will become more familiar with the metric system as they weigh things and learn the importance of accuracy.  Students will continue to learn about grams and kilograms as they use a balance to compare weights.

Other Important Information


Our Class Holiday Party will be on Thursday at 2:30.


You may pick up your child’s Gingerbread House anytime this week that’s convenient for you.  Please be sure to arrange to have it picked up by this Friday.








